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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Fleck et al. (U.S. Patent 6,977,81 1— herein referred to as "Fleck") in view of 
Goodman et al. (U.S. Patent 6,100,875— herein referred to as "Goodman"). 

As to Claim 1 , Fleck teaches an information processing apparatus comprising: a 
display (Fig. 1, Reference Number 108)\ a pointing device for moving a pointer 
appearing on the display in a desired direction (Fleck— Fig. 3, Reference Number 300 
and Co/. 4, lines 42-45 and 50)] and a plurality of cursor keys (Fig. 3, Reference 
Numbers 302, 304, 306 and 308), the cursor keys being arranged near the pointing 
device (Fig. 3 — note the position of cursor keys relative to the pointing device and 
Col. 3, lines 10-28). 
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Fleck, however, fails to teach the cursor keys moving a cursor appearing on the 
display in predetermined directions. Examiner cites Goodman to teach cursor keys 
moving a cursor appearing on the display in predetermined directions (Fig. 1a, 
Reference Numbers 110, 112, 114 and 116 and Col. 3, lines 45-67). At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the functions of cursor keys (i.e. moving a cursor on a display screen) as 
taught by Goodman in the information processing apparatus taught by Fleck in order to 
perform mouse-like operations without the necessity of a flat, steady surface 
(Goodman— Col. 1, lines 56-62). 

As to Claim 2 . Fleck, as modified by Goodman, teaches the cursor keys 
arranged along the periphery of the pointing device such that the pointing device is at 
the center of the cursor keys (Fig. 3— note the position of cursor keys relative to the 
pointing device and Col. 3, lines 10-28). 

As to Claim 4 , Fleck teaches a confirmation button for confirming a selected or 
input item, the confirmation button being positioned near the pointing device or the 
cursor keys (Fig. 3, "Return" key— note position of key relative to the cursor keys. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Fleck and 
Goodman as applied to claims 1 , 2 and 4 above, and further in view of Boehme et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,512,670— herein referred to as "Boehme"). 

As to Claim 3 . Fleck, as modified by Goodman, teaches a display unit having a 
display housing on which the display is provided (Fig. 1, Reference Number 108 and 
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note the housing it is in), a main unit provided with a keyboard having a plurality of 
operation keys (Figs. 1 and 3); and a hinge unit which connects the display unit and the 
main unit such that the display unit can pivot to open and close the keyboard (Fig. 1, 
note Hinge Unit between the display unit and the main unit), wherein the pointing 
device and the cursor keys are positioned near one end of the information processing 
apparatus along the axis of the hinge in an area between the display unit and the 
keyboard (Figs. 1 and 3— note position of pointing device 300 and cursor keys 
302-308 along the axis of the hinge and between the display unit and the 
keyboard). 

Fleck, as modified by Goodman, however, fails to teach the hinge unit including a 
hinge barrel and hinge pins disposed in the hinge barrel. Examiner cites Boehme et al. 
to teach an information processing apparatus having a hinge unit including a hinge 
barrel and hinge pins disposed in the hinge barrel (Figs. 5-6 and Col. 4, lines 4-35). At 
the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate the use of a hinge unit as taught by Boehme et al. in the 
information processing apparatus taught by Fleck in order to be able to detach the 
display from the main unit (Boehme et al. — Col. 4, lines 4-35). 
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Inquiries 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney Amadiz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7762. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Division 2629 




